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■»»,■•, r n „ ■ fts a >avage boar, 

^V.th foreft majl and fat’ning marlhes fed 

VVond’ring dolphins o'er the palace glide; ***' ** 

And S VeS K Tf of mi S ht . v oaks they brouze, 

M.w the ir broad fi ns entangle in the boughs. Dryden 

ma'stIr '• F r r r 7 ? i Furnifhcd ^ 

Latino ’ n ‘ f ' [w ^ r>Dutchi *“8^. French; 

X. One who has fervants; oppofed to man or fervant. 

. _ But now I was the lord 

Of this fair manfion, majier of my lervnats, 

Oliecn o’er myfclf; and even now, but now 

1 his houfc, thefc fervants, and this fame myfelf 

Are yours my lord. Shakefp. Merchant of Venn. 

M f T nV^ hr - Shakefpeare's King Lear. 

My lord Baflamo gave his ring away^ S 

Unto the judge that begg’d it; 

1 he boy, his clerk, bege’d mine ; 

And neither man nor majier would take aught 

but the two rings. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

2. A director ; a governor. J 

Ii thou be made the mofltr of a feall, be among them as 
one of the reft. **$**,. 

My friend, my genius, come along. 

Thou majier of the poet, and the fong. p ot> , 

3. Owner ; proprietor. r ’ 

An orator, who had undertaken to make a pane<mick on 
Alexander the Great, and who had employed the°ttron<»ell 
figures of his rhetorick in the praife of Bucephalus, wo°uld 
do quite the contrary to that which was expefted from him • 
bccaufe it would be believed, that he rather took the horfe 
for his fubjed than the majier. Dryden's Dufrefnov. 

4. A lord ; a ruler. J J J 

Wifdom and virtue arc the proper qualifications in the 
majier of a houfe. Guardian , N°. 165. 

lllerc Caefar, grac’d with both Minerva’s, fhone, 
Cafar, the world’s great majier, and his own. Pope. 

Excufe 

The pride of royal blood, that checks my foul: 

You know, alas ! I was not born to kneel, 

To fue for pity, and to own a majier. Philips, 

5. Chief; head. 

Chief majier-gunner am I of this town. 

Something I mutt do to procure me grace. Shakefpeare. 
As a wife majier- builder I have laid the foundation, and 
another buildeth thereon. 1 Cor.iii. 10. 

7'hc beft fets arc the heads got from the very tops of the 
root; the next are the runners, which fpread from the majier 
roots. Mortimer's Hufbandry. 

6. Poflbffor. 

When I have thus made myfelf majier of a hundred thou- 
fand drachms, I fhall naturally let myfelf on the foot of a 
prince, and will demand the grand vizier’s daughter in 
marriage. Addifon s Speflator, N .547. 

The duke of Savoy may make himfelf majier of the French 
dominions on the other fide of the Rhone. Addifon. 

7. Commander of a trading fhip. 

An unhappy majier is he that is made cunning by many 
fhipwrecks; a milcrable merchant, that is neither rich nor 
wile, but after fome bankrouts. Afcham's Schoolmajier. 

A Jailor’s wife had chefnuts in her lap ; 

Her hufband’s to Aleppo gone, majier o’ th’ Tyger. Shakef. 

8. One uncontrouled. 

Let ev’ry man be majier of his time 
Till feven at night. Shakefpeare's Macheth. 

Great, and incrcafing ; but by fca 
He is an abfelute majier. Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

9. A compeJlation of rctpeCL 

Majier dodor, you have brought thofe drugs. Shakefp. 

Stand by, my majitrs, bring him near the king. Sbakef. 


-by, my ~~J—. - --- c 

M. Jlers play here, I will content your pains, 
something that’s brief; and bid, good morrow, general. 

Shakefpeare's Othello. 

10. A young gentleman. 

If gaming does an aged fire entice, 

Then my young majier fwiftly learns the vice. Dryden. 
Majier lay with his bedchamber towards the fouth fun; 
mils lodged in a garret, expofed to the north wind. Arhuth. 
Where there are little majlers and miffes in a houfe, they 
e great impediments to the diverfions of the fervants; the 
ily remedy is to bribe them, that they may not tell tales. 

Swift's Rules to Servants. 
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T» the Jews join Egyptians, EtfS&fc 

sir" imo 

A man mutt not only be able to in,;™, c , 
bus he be a n.Jtl of 

deAnd his author's tongue, and abfolnKl, LSiZ 

He that does not pretend to painting is 
the commendation of a majier in that pmfeffion c 3 r* 
No care is taken to improve young men in their nut i ^‘ 
gage, that they may thoroughly unde.ftand, and be Zlf, 

> 3 - A title of dignity in the univerf ties - T,»‘" 

ToMa-ster. to n. [from the noun.]’ * **> *«• 

1. To be a matter to; to rule ; to govern. 

Ay, good faith, 

And rather father thee, than majier thee. Shaiefpem 

2. To conquer; to overpower; to fubdue. " 

Thrice blefl'ed they that majier fo their blood. 

To undergo fuch maiden pilgrimage. Shakefpeare 

The princes of Germany did not think him fent to com- 
mand the empire who was neither able to rule his infolent 
fubjeds in England, nor majier his rebellious people of £. 

ai lp‘, Davies on Ireland 

Then comes fome third party, that majlers both plaintiff 
and defendant, and carries away the booty. L'E/lrante 
Honour burns in me, not fo fiercely brieht, J S 
But pale as fires when majier'd by the light. ’ J Dryden 

Obftinacy and wilful neglects 'mutt be mattered* even 
though it coft blows. Locke i, 

A man can no more juftly make ufe of another’s ncceffity 
than he that has more ftrength can feize upon a weaker 
majier him to his obedience, and, with a dagger at his throat’ 
offer him death or flavery. 

The reformation of an habitual finner is a work of time 
and patience; evil cuftoms mutt be majiereil and fubdued by 

d 4? rCeS ’ . Calamy's Sermons. 

3. J o execute with Ikill. 

I do not take myfelf to be fo perfect in the tranfadions 
’and privileges of Bohemia, as to be fit to handle that part: 
and I will not offer at that I cannot majier. Bacon. 

Ma'sterdom. n.f [from majier.'] Dominion; rule. Notin 
ufe. 

You fhall put 

This night’s great bufinefs into my difpatch. 

Which fhall to all our nights and days to come 
Give folely fovereign fway and ma/ierdom. Shakefp. Mach. 
Master-hand, n.f The hand of a man eminently fkilful. 
Mufick refembles poetry, in each j 

Are namelefs graces which no methods teach, ( 

And which a majier-hand alone can reach. Pope. ) 

Master-jest. n.f. Principaljeft. 

Who fhall break the majier-jejl , 

And what, and how, upon the reft. Hudibras , p. iii. 

Master-key. n. f. The key which opens many Jocks, of 
which the fubordinate keys open each only one. 

This majier-key 

Frees every lock, and leads us to his perfon. Dryden. 
Master-leaver, n.f. One that leaves or deferts his mailer. 

Oh Antony, 

Nobler than my revolt is infamous, 

Forgive me in thine own particular; 

But let the world rank me in regifter 
A majier-leaver, and a fugitive. Shakef Ant. and Cleopatra. 
Master-sinew, n.f 

The majler-ftnew is a large finew that furrounds the hough, 
and divides it from the bone by a hollow place, where the 
wind-galls are ufually feated, which is the largeft and molt 
vifiblc finew in a horfe’s body; this oftentimes is relaxed or 
reltrained. Farrier's Dili- 

Master-string, n.f. Principal firing. 

He touch’d me 

Ev’n on the tend’reft point; the majler-jlring 
That makes mod harmony or difeord to me. 

I own the glorious fubjcct fires my breaft. 
Master-stroke, n.f. Capital performance. 

Ye fkilful matters of Machaon’s race. 

Who nature’s mazy intricacies trace; 

Tell how your fearch has here eluded been, 

How oft amaz’d, and ravifh’d you have feen. 



Rows. 


Fairy Screen. 


iozvtlt s Joules to oervanrs. vu u, ....... - ,— --- 

n, 1* urlin tf aches • a teacher Tie conduft, prudence, and ttupendous art, 

Vay fe v 11 cn arc wife by their own coun'ei, cr learned And m afinjtnkt. in each mechanrek 
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Ma'steRLESS. adj. [from majier .] 

1 Wanting a matter or owner. . . , 

When all was part took up his forlorn wccc3 ’ . 

His filver fhield now idle majlerlefs. ran 

The foul opinion 

You had of her pure honour, gains, or Tofes, 

Ma.rK. r ^ 

Ma'sterly. adv. With the fkill of a matter. 

Thou doft fpeak majier ly 

Young though thou ait. . Shakefpeare. 

1 read a book ; I think it very majlerly written. Swift. 

Ma'sterly. adj. | from majier.'] 

1. Suitable to a matter; artful; Ikdful. 

As for the warmth of fanfy, the majlerly figures, and the 
copioufncfs of imagination, he has exceeded all others. Vryd. 

That clearer ftrokes of majlerly defign. 

Of wife contrivance, and of judgment fhine. 

In all the parts of nature we aflert, 

Than in the brighteft works of human art. Blackmore. 
A man either difeovers new beauties, or receives ftronger 
impreflions from the majlerly flrokes of a great author every 
time he perufes him. Addifon s Spctt. N . 4x29. 

2. Imperious; with the fway of a matter. 

Ma'sterpiece. n.f. [tnajlcr and piece.] 

1 . Capital performance; any thing done or made with extra¬ 
ordinary (kill. 

This is the maferpiece, and moft excellent part, of the 
work of reformation, and is worthy of his majefty’s pains. 

Davies on Ireland. 

’Tis done ; and ’twas my mnjierpiect , to work 
My fa fet) - , ’twixt two dangerous extremes : 

Scylla and Charybdis. Denhams Sophy. 

Let thofe confider this who look upon it as a piece of art, 
and the majicrpiece of convocation, to deceive, and make a 
prey of a credulous and well-meaning honetty. South. 

This wond’rous majicrpiece I fain would fee; 

This fatal Helen, who can wars infpire. Dryden's Aureng. 
The fifteenth is the majicrpiece of the whole metamor- 
phofes. Dryden. 

In the firft ages, when the great fouls, and majlerpieces of 
human nature, were produced, men ftiined by a noble lim- 
plicity of behaviour. Addifon . 

2. Chief excellence. 

Beating up of quarters was his majicrpiece. Clarendon. 

Diffimulation was his majicrpiece ; in which he fo much: 
excelled, that men were not albamcd with being deceived 
but twice by him. Clarendon, b. viii. 

Ma'stership. n.f. [from mejler.] 

1. Dominion ; rule ; power. 

Z. Superiority; pre-eminence. 

For Python flain he Pythian games decreed, 

Where noble youths for majlcrjhip fliould ftrive. 

To quoit, to run, and ftceds and chariots drive. Dryden. 

3. Chief work. 

Two youths of royal blood, renown’d in fight, 

The majlcrjhip of heav’n in face and mind. Dryden. 

4. Skill; knowledge. 

You were ufed 

To fay extremity was the trier of fpirits ; 

That when the fea was calm all boats alike 

Shew’d majierjhip in floating. Shakefp. Coriolanits. 

5. A title of ironical refpedt. 

How now, Signior Launce ? what news with your majler- 
fiip ? Shakefp. Two Gentlemen of Verona. 

Master-teeth, n.f [ majier and teeth.] The principal teeth. 
Some living creatures have their majicr-teeth indented one 
within another like laws ; as lions and dogs. Bacon. 

Ma'sterwoRt. n. f. [majier, and pipe, Saxon.] 

The majienvort is a plant with a rofe and umbellated 
flower, confifting of feveral petals, which are fometimes 
heart-Ihaped, and fometimes intirc, ranged in a circle, and 
reding on the empalcment; which afterward becomes a fruit; 
compofcd of two feeds, which are plain, almoft oval, gently 
ftreaked and bordered, and generally catting their cover; to 
thefc marks mutt be added, that their leaves are winded, and 
pretty large: the root is ufed in medicine. Miller 

Majierwort is raifed of feeds, or runners from the roots. 

.. . r „ .„ _ Mortimer's Hujbandry. 

Mastery’, n.f. [maijlrifc, French, from nutjier .] 

1. Dominion; rule. 

If divided by mountains, they will fight for the majiery of 
the paflages of the tops, and for the towns that ftand upon 

„ th c er ° 0tS ’. Raleigh's EJays. 

2. Superiority; pre-eminence. M J 

If a man drive for majieries, yet is he not crowned except 
he drive lawfully. ^Ttm ii 

This is the cafe of thofe that will try majieries with’ lh e fr 
luperiors, and bite that which is too hard. L'Ejlrange. 


MAT 

Good men I fuppofe to live in a date of mortification, 
under a perpetual conflM* with their bodily a PP e ^;^ d 
ft niggling to get the majiery over them. 

Chief majl'ry to difleft. 

With long and tedious havock, fabled knights, 

In battles feign’d. Mdton s Par. Lojl, b. ix. 

He could attain to a majiery in all languages, and Pound 
the depths of all arts and fciences. TUlotfm s Serm. 

To give fufficient fweetnefs, a majiery in the language is 
required : the poet mutt have a magazine of words, and have 
the art to manage his few vowels to the beft advantage. Dry. 

a. Attainment of Ikill or power. . 

The learning and majiery of a tongue being unpleafant 111 
itfclf, fhould not be cumbered with any other difficulties. 

Lode on Education . 

Ma'stful. adj. [from majl.] Abounding in matt, or fruit of 
oak, beech or chefhut. 

Some from feeds inclos’d on earth arife, 

For thus the majiful chefnut mates the Ikies. Dryden. 

Mastica'tion. n.J. [majiicatio, Lat.] The ad of chewing. 

In birds there is no majiication, or comminution of the 
meat in the mouth ; but in fuch as are not carnivorous it is 
immediately fwallowed into the crop of craw, and thence 
transferred into the gizzard. Ray on the Creation. 

Majiication is a nccelfary preparation of folid aliment, with¬ 
out which there can be no good digeftion. Arbuthnot. 

Ma'sticatory. n.f. \majiicatoire, French.] A medicine to 
be chewed only, not fwallowed. 

Remember snajiicatorlcs for the mouth. Bacon. 

Salivation and majiicatories evacuate confiderably; faliva- 
tion many pints of phlegm in a day, and very much by chew- 

. ing tobacco. Flayer on Humours. 

Ma'stich. n.f [ majlic, French.] 

1. A kind of gum gathered from trees of the fame name in 
Scb. 

We may apply intcrcipicnts upon the temples of majlich ; 
frontals may alfo be applied. iV'ifeman's Surgery. 

2. A kind of mortar or cement, 

As for the fmall particles of brick and ftone, the lcaft 
moiftnefs would join them together, and turn them into a 
kind of majlich, which thofe infects could not divide. Addifon. 

Ma'sticot. n. f. [ marum, Latin.] See Massicot. 

Grind your majlicot with a fmall quantity of faffron in gum 
Water. Peacham on Drawing . 

Mafiicot is very light, becaufe it is a very clear yellow, 
and very near to white. Dryden's Dufrefnoy. 

Ma'stiff. n. f m<fives, plural, [majiin, French ; majiino, 
Italian.] A dog of the largeft fize; a bandog ; dogs kept 
to watch the houlc. 

As favage bull, whom two fierce majiives bait, 

When rancour doth with rage him once engorc, 

Forgets with wary ward them to await. 

But with his dreadful horns them drives afore. Fairy 
When rank Therfites opes his majiiff jaws, * 

We fhall hear mufick, wit, and oracle. Shakefpeare 
When we knock at a farmer’s door, the firft anfwer Ihrli 
be his vigilant majiiff. More's Antidote againjl Atheifm 

Soon as Ulyfics near th’ enclofure drew. 

With open mouths the furious majiives flew. Pope's Odyf. 
Let the majliffs amufe themfelves about a Ihecp’s (kin fluff 
ed with hay, provided it will keep them from worrying the 

Ma'stless. adj. [from majl.] Bearing no maft. 

Her fliining hair, uncomb’d, was loofely fpread, 

A crown of majilefs oak adorn’d her head. Drvden 

Ma'stlin. n.f [from mejler, French, to mingle, or rather 
corrupted from nufccllunc.] Mixed corn ; as, wheat and rye 
I he totlier lor one lofe hath twaine 3 ' 

Of majllin , of rre and of wheat. TufFer's TF„n, 

MAT Jmeatte, Saxon; German,^ ffj 

A texture of fedge, flags, or ruflies. ^ 

The women and children in the weft of Cornwall make 
mats of a fmall and fine kind of bents there growing, which 
ferve to cover floors and walls. Curew's Survey of Cornwall 
In the worft inns worft room, with mat half huryr 
The floors of plaifter, and the walls of dun^ h p * 

To Mat. v. a. [from the noun.] 0 r ? e ' 

1. To cover with mats. 

Keep the doors and windows of your conferva,- „ 
matted, and guarded from the piercing air. Evelyn's K / T 

2. To twift together; to join like a mat. 3 Vendor. 

I on a fountain light, 

Whofe brim with pinks was platted • 

The banks with daftadillies di-ht * 

W' l h grafs like Heave was matted. Drayt 9u nfC ,/• 
Sometimes beneath an ancient oak * ^ 

Or on the matted grafs he lies - * 

No god of ficep he did invoke. 

The ftream that o’er the pebbles flies. 

With gentle Humber crowns his eyes. r> . 

16 E J Dryden. 

He 
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